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They called out to deponent from the flag-galley, and from the
Napolitana Master Herquera shouted that Don Pedro Vique had
come to Francisco de Alba's wharf and ordered the master to tell
the captains of the galleys to go out through the channel and the
enemy's fleet, die who must (p. 44) or live who might, that he would
rejoin them at Boca Chica or at Tolu, whither he would proceed
overland.
In obedience to this order deponent brought his galley off and
steered her for Boqueron channel, to go out, and as he proceeded
he encouraged his men, saying to the crew: 'Brothers, you have seen
what's happening. Have courage and let us take this galley through
the channel and that fleet. I pledge you His Majesty's word that the
sentence of those of you who are condemned for life shall be com-
muted to four years, and the time remaining to those who are sen-
tenced for fixed terms shall be cut in half, and the younkers1 shall
be freed of chains in the hour that you bring this galley through that
fleet.'
And as we steered for the channel the navigator and the boatswain
began to protest, saying that there was a chain across and not enough
water on the bar for them to get out, for it was low tide. To them
deponent answered that it made no difference, they would wait
there for the tide, and meanwhile to shout to the flag-galley to send
the key to unlock the chain. This key was asked for and sent by the
Napolitana, but they never unlocked the chain.
And while deponent was at the entrance to Boqueron channel,
waiting while all this went on, he heard some of the soldiers and
seamen, who lacked courage, saying: 'We don't know where this
captain thinks he's taking us, the galley being so short of rowers,
(p. 45) out through the fleet, where we'll be knocked to pieces and
sunk.' With much spirit deponent reprehended them, saying:
'Gentlemen, drop that matter, for I am going out with this galley.
Believe me, I think as much of my life and honour as any man, and
I do not expect to lose them. Rather, by God's grace, to carry this
through at much less risk than you think, for I know a channel by
which we will go out, at a good distance from the enemy.' Deponent
said this that they might cease to fear.
At this juncture, the situation being as described, the rowers
shouted to the flag-galley, which was off Jesamani, demanding to
know whether the Ocasion should follow thither. Supposing Don
1 *. . . buenas boyas . . .' Gf. Corbett, op. tit., i, p. 385 and n. i. Was buena boya a
corruption of the Italian bonavoglia? If so, were 'men who had voluntarily enlisted
for the benches' wearing chains?